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* Physiological changes due to aging can
cause changes in prosodic structuring
» With increasing age :
o Ribcage cannot expand and contract as
well and  diaphragm  becomes
weakened [1];
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Subjects: 27 native French speakers
(18 women/9 men)
* 14'younger' speakers (23-44y)and 13 ‘older’

speakers (68-88y)

Material: Read speech of 12 different French
sentences (designed on the basis of [4])
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 Both length and complexity affect durational
patterns in younger and older speakers

* Age entailed an additional increase in duration
(of e.g. whole sentences, and even pauses):
o Possible explanations:
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